
Contacting the Council:
Switchboard 01782 717717  .  Fax 01782 711032  .  DX 20959  .  Text 07800 140048 
E-mail webmaster@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk  .  www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA

Dear Sir/Madam,

You are summoned to attend the meeting of the Borough Council of Newcastle-under-Lyme to be 
held in the Astley Room - Castle House on Wednesday, 20th February, 2019 at 7.00 pm.

B U S I N E S S 

6a  TREASURY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2019/20 (Pages 3 - 4)

7a   CAPITAL STRATEGY 2019 TO 2029 (Pages 5 - 13)

These pages replace pages 85 to 88 of your main agenda.

9a  QUESTIONS TO THE MAYOR, CABINET MEMBERS AND
      COMMITTEE CHAIRS

(Page 15)

Yours faithfully

Chief Executive

PLEASE NOTE THAT PRAYERS WILL BE HELD AT 6.50PM BEFORE THE 
COMMENCEMENT OF THE BUSINESS OF THE COUNCIL. 

THE MAYOR REQUESTS THAT ANY MEMBER WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN 
PRAYERS BE IN ATTENDANCE BY NO LATER THAN 6.45PM.
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NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME BOROUGH COUNCIL

EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT TEAM’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

20 February 2019

1. TREASURY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2019/20

Submitted by: Head of Finance

Portfolio: Finance and Efficiency

Ward(s) affected: All Indirectly

Purpose of the Report 

To approve the Treasury Management Strategy for 2019/20, including the Minimum Revenue 
Provision Policy contained within it.   

Recommendations

(a) That the Treasury Management Strategy Report for 2019/20 be approved.

(b) That the Minimum Revenue Provision Policy contained within the report be approved.

Reasons

The Council needs to have an approved Treasury Management Strategy for 2019/20 in place 
before the start of the 2019/20 financial year.

At the Council meeting of 24 June 2009 it was resolved that the strategy be scrutinised by the
Finance, Resources and Partnerships Scrutiny Committee (superceded by Finance, Assets and 
Performance Scrutiny Committee) before being submitted for approval by Full Council.

1. Background

1.1 The Council has adopted the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) 
Treasury Management Code of Practice. This requires a report to be prepared and approved 
by the Council concerning the strategy to be followed in carrying out its treasury management 
activities in the forthcoming financial year, 2019/20. 

2. Issues

2.1 The Strategy Report for 2019/20 is attached at Appendix 1

2.2 The Minimum Revenue Provision Policy for 2019/20 is contained in Annex C to the report.

2.3 Some of the paragraphs and the economic commentary have been supplied by Arlingclose 
Ltd, the Council’s treasury management advisors.

2.4 The Treasury Management Strategy for 2019/20 allows for borrowing. At the Cabinet 
meeting on 15th October 2014, Cabinet resolved, via the ‘Funding the Council’s Capital 
Investment Programme’ report:
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‘That Cabinet agrees with the principle that the Council, as a first resort, will seek to fund its 
future known capital programme needs through the annual asset management planning 
process by the identification of land or property in its ownership that is capable of, and 
appropriate for disposal.’

However if these capital receipts do not materialise then borrowing will occur in order to fund 
the capital programme.

2.5 Additionally at the Council meeting on 7th September 2016, it was reported that:

‘The delay in receiving the capital receipt from HDD (in respect of the Ryecroft 
redevelopment scheme), together with the Council’s overall capital financial position, will 
mean that the Council will have to borrow, at least in the short term, to finance its interest in 
the Public Sector Hub project.’

3. Legal and Statutory Implications 

3.1 See Background for details.

4. Financial and Resource Implications

4.1 There are no specific financial implications arising from the strategy report.

5. Major Risks 

5.1 Treasury management is a major area of risk for the Council in that large amounts of money 
are dealt with on a daily basis and there are a number of limits and indicators, which must be 
complied with.

 
5.2 The overriding consideration in determining where to place the Council’s surplus funds is to 

safeguard the Council’s capital. Within this constraint the aim is to maximise the return on 
capital.

5.3 Operational procedures, coupled with monitoring arrangements, are in place to minimise the 
risk of departures from the approved strategy.

6. List of Appendices

6.1 Appendix 1, Treasury Management Strategy Report 2019/20.

7. Background Papers

 CIPFA Treasury Management Code of Practice (revised December 2017);
 Council’s Treasury Management Policy Statement;
 Local Government Act 2003; and
 Local Authorities (Capital Finance and Accounting) (England) Regulations 2003.
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QUESTIONS TO THE MAYOR, CABINET MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

To the Portfolio Holder for Planning and Growth:

1.  In June 2018, Property Manager of Trinity Estates, Rebecca O’Neil wrote to
the Head of Newcastle Borough Council’s Planning department, Mr Guy 
Benson regarding the failure of Housing Developer, Taylor Wimpey to rectify 
problems with public open space on the Bluebell Croft Estate, Butt Lane. The 
developer failed to install public open space to a correct standard and in line 
with the planning permission granted. 

Newcastle Borough Council has failed to enforce planning restrictions in 
relation to this public open space. Trinity Estates cannot justify completing the 
works on this public open space via the service charge paid by residents to 
rectify an issue that will cost up to £30,000. The NHBC warranties in place for 
the site do not extend to the external common spaces. 

Independent soil sample analysis were sent to the Newcastle Borough 
Council planning department confirming all of the above. The main public 
open space has sand below the soil, which stands on a heavily compacted 
substrate. In periods of heavy rain, water pools as it has nowhere to drain. 
The trees in this area are all dead as the roots cannot penetrate the sand. 

Will the Cabinet Member for Planning and Growth take swift action by working 
with the planning department at Newcastle Borough Council to ensure Taylor 
Wimpey are held to account over this issue and that they immediately act to 
resolve the matter? 

Cllr Kyle Robinson
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

To the Portfolio Holder for Planning and Growth:

2. Can the Cabinet Member for Planning & Growth please outline exactly how 
much funding has been secured via 106 agreements for parks and play areas 
in the Talke & Butt Lane ward over the last two years? Please can this amount 
then be broken down by each individual park/play area?

Cllr Kyle Robinson
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

To the Portfolio Holder for Finance and Efficiency:

3. Could The Portfolio holder for Finance & Efficiency inform the Council what 
mechanism is in place for monitoring the implementation of the Council’s 
Capital Programme?

Cllr Andy Fear
……………………………………………………………………………………………..
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